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MEMORANDUM FOE: PROJECT DHSCTCR 

SUBJECT : Slipper Tank Installation on U-2 Aircraft 


1. It has been determined from recent information from LAC that 
it is feasible to install slipper tanks in the field* Each detachment 
has the necessary people and equipment to make the modification, how- 
ever, this would require the service of one LAC supplied engineer or 
highly qualified factory mechanic to supervise the operation. The 
installation requires eight days* shop time at Edwards AFB but at the 
detachment at least two weeks for each aircraft is necessary. LAC 
ean supply the first tank kit six weeks from start in the shop and 
can complete delivery of five kits in twelve weeks* 


2. It has further been determined that Jig drilling of the tanks 
for interchangeability between aircraft is not feasible at this time as 
tank attach bolts must pick up existing skin rivet hole patterns which 
wars hand layout at time of wing manufacture. After slipper tanks are 
once installed on a particular aircraft. It requires only seme four 
hours to detach or reinstall the tanks to the airplane. This feature 
will lend a great amount of flexibility to the Unit’s operational 
capacity as they can detach or install the tanks to an aircraft as 
late as receipt of the Mission Flan message* 


3. Quoted price far five more sets of tanks would be 

a sr ^ . m . . * — . . ... - . _ _ 


on 


SFL9i5 including 0-2 modification, installation and flight teat at 
Edwards AFB. If only slipper tank kits are supplied for use in the 
fUld the five sots would costf |and if LAC supplied an engineer 

■ 8 ® installation on 3~~4 sets, the total cost would be 
The above figures are based on clean aircraft only. Instal- 
lation and treatment of tanks and Phase II for THERMOS would cause 
seme coat increase. U-2 344 is presently equipped with acceptable 
RAINBOW and will need slipper tanks that have been RAINBOW covered 
prior to shipment. LAC affirms this is feasible and practicable and 
that RAINBOW representative at each detachment is capable of adapting 
the RAINBOW installation to the slipper tanks. 

4* Present U-2 and slipper tank placement: 


Detachment "B" 

344 - RAINBOW 

351 - Clean with slipper tanks 


Detachment "C" 


342 - Clean 
358 - Clean 


Edwards AFB 

343 - Clean 
*349 - RAINBOW St 

slipper tanks 
355 - RAINBOW & 

slipper tant3 
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J 360 - Glean. , 


352 - Clean 


1 

I 


25kl 




Approved ForJRelease 20C§/lQ/2§; jj CIA-RDP62B0084|p000200070052-9 
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MmM AFB (Cont»d) 

367 - BAZRHV & 

•Upper tunics 
376 - RAINBOW & 

•Upper tanks 

* When ferry complete 

5 * Recommendations : 

a* That the Project authorise purchase of five additional sets 
of slipper tanks, making a total of ten sets* 

b* That, if above approved, a mintoss of two slipper tanks 
I nst al la tion be made in the field on tbs following aircraft par 
enclosed schedule: 

ateteffsfe "ff* 

344 - Needs RAINBOW tanka 358 - Clean tanks 

c« That the remaining two sets of tanks be installed at Sdwerde 
AFB cm the following aircraft per enclosed schedule: 

342 

352 

353 

d* That, aa a role, no 6-2 aircraft be returned to Edwards APB 
for tbs sole purpose of slipper tank installation* 

e* That the enclosed 9-2 Plow Chart be approved for pluming 
pu rpo se s and adhered to as much as practicable* 


25X1 A 

Acting Director of Operations 

Baal* (l): 

9-2 Plow Chart 

APPROVED: 

B±3SSLL, JR. 

PCS/DCl/RHC;aon 

Met*: 
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U~2 FLOW CHART 


1* This Flow Chart is based on following assumptions: 

a* Each U-2 will require 15 to 30 days work to complete nods 
upon arrival EAFB and prior to any other work being done. 

b» RAINBOW covered aircraft will require 14 days testing alter 
application. 


c. Each 0-2 requires 60 days to complete initial RAINBOW 
&ppli.c # 


d. Each 0-2 requires 30 days to reinstall RAINBOW application 
if base coat is useable* 


e. Slipper tanks require 14 day* to install on U-2 at the 
detachment and/or 8 days at SAPS, 

2. U-2 Assignment 1 May 1958: 


Bgj ffPhment "B" attachment "C" 5AFB 


344 S & ST 355 R & 

349 R & ST 358 

351 ST 367 a & 

359 R & ST 378 a & 


ST 

342 R & ST 


343 

ST 

352 

ST 

353 R & ST 


360 


N ?f. th !V hart re< l 1ilr ® 8 ^ exchange of aircraft between Edwards 
AFB and the detachments on 1 March 1958 and 1 April 1958. This appears 
to “*• amount ©f ferry flights necessary to accomplish 

scheduled mods and is well within project capability to accomplish. 
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